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students of Sandhurst by sharing certain exercises and professors
in common with gunners and sappers. At any rate, it made us
more ramiliar with their outlook. And it is proverbial that
sappers are mad, married or Methodist. The officer commanding
the infantry company, Major B. T. Buckley of the Northumber-
land Fusiliers, was a military historian second to none, and
interested me deeply in the writings of Hamley, Henderson,
Clauswitz and other students of the science of war.

Second to Buckley was cc Toe Emma " Hare of the Leicester-
shires. Never a line officer more spruce or with so perfect a
gait. I met him with a flowing beard at Bois Grenier in 1914.
Never a line officer more dishevelled, and I, so fresh from his
tutelage, having lathered the stubble on my chin with shell-hole
water.

I shone in all the studies, and was interested not least in
strategy and in military law. I formed a climbing club, whose
activities took place mostly by night, when we used to embark
upon hazardous adventures over the roofs of the students*
dwelling-houses, the chapel and the gymnasium. On one
occasion the Climbing Club possessed itself of a number of night
utensils and suspended these from the turrets above the library.
The authors of this escapade were not discovered. On another,
we decorated the lamp-posts running beside the Common
towards Woolwich station, also with crockery, again being
undiscovered. But it was in offensive action against those who
would be sappers and gunners that we directed our most energetic
efforts, and we were the storm troops of the Infantry Company.
We learnt that an assault was to be carried out against the block
of buildings occupied by our most aggressive members, including
' myself.

In anticipation of the siege we nailed bath-boards across the
stairway, making them slippery with soap. This achieved
successfully, we raised the ball-cock of the cistern and soon a
cascade of water was descending the slippery slope covering the
stairs* At their head we mustered, armed with missiles, and
from a position almost impregnable, held off the massed attacks
of the second company, who cried below for our blood and were
stifled by buckets of water. The attack finding itself foiled
seized the wooden boxes containing our sports kit and fired them
with straw from a rick. Up above we were soon stifled with
smoke while the fire sizzled through the water and gripped the
stairway. Within a few minutes<c K " House was on fire.